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Editorial: Green light

These 12 bills deserve the governor's OK
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State lawmakers approved hundreds of bills in the frantic final days of the 2006 legislative session. Many escaped much attention because of the pace of the sausage making and the shadow cast by other measures, such as a landmark bill to cap greenhouse gas emissions. 

Many lower-profile bills, meanwhile, deserve the governor's signature. Here are a dozen that stand out: 

Public Health: Senate Bill 162, by Sen. Deborah Ortiz, D-Sacramento, would create a separate state Department of Public Health to better focus on threats such as bioterrorism, West Nile virus and infectious diseases. 

Lead: Assembly Bill 1953, by Assemblywoman Wilma Chan, D-Oakland, would reduce the lead content in faucets and other fixtures to a quarter of a percent. The bill would reward manufacturers who are already making lead-free fixtures and prompt others to follow suit. 

Hydrogen: Senate Bill 1505, by Sen. Alan Lowenthal, D-Long Beach, sets environmental standards for how California will develop hydrogen fueling stations that are part of the governor's "Hydrogen highway." The standards encourage hydrogen made from renewable fuels and other sources that minimize air pollution. 

Special election: Assembly Bill 1634, by Assemblyman Kevin McCarthy, R-Bakersfield, would reimburse counties $39 million for the costs of November's special election called by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

Tenants: Assembly Bill 1169, by Assemblyman Alberto Torrico, D-Newark, would require that evicted tenants be given 60 days notice, double the current requirement, when the eviction is not the tenant's fault. The bill responds to situations in which tenants are evicted as apartment owners convert units to condos. 

Invasive species: Senate Bill 497, by Sen. Joe Simitian, D-Palo Alto, creates standards for ballast water dispensed from cargo ships in California to limit the spread of invasive species in marine waters. 

Egg donors: Senate Bill 1260, by Sens. George Runner, R-Antelope Valley, and Deborah Ortiz, D-Sacramento, would ensure that women donating eggs for stem cell research are fully informed of the potential risks and provide consent before taking ovarian stimulation drugs. 

Initiatives: Senate Bill 1598, by Sen. Debra Bowen, D-Redondo Beach, would require initiative campaigners to list their five largest contributors on any petitions seeking signatures. 

Teachers: Senate Bill 1655, by Sen. Jack Scott, D-Pasadena, would give principals more authority to choose teachers who want to transfer to the state's lowest-performing schools. 

Prison sunshine: Senate Bill 1521, by Sen. Gloria Romero, D-Los Angeles, would allow reporters to bring paper, pens and electronic recording equipment into state prisons when interviewing inmates. Journalists are currently restricted from using such tools of the trade when interviewing prisoners. 

Conservators: Assembly Bill 1363, by Assemblyman Dave Jones, D-Sacramento, would require court investigators to double the number of visits they make to dependent adults while checking on their welfare. It is one of several bills passed to regulate conservators and protect vulnerable seniors. 

Foster care: Assembly Bill 2216, by Assemblywoman Karen Bass, D-Los Angeles, would create better coordination among state and local agencies that care for abused and neglected children. It was the key part of a package that, unfortunately, was only partly successful this year.

