SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER

AB 2216 (Bass)

Date

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor of California

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

[Insert organization] supports AB 2216, a bill that will increase leadership and build critically needed collaboration in the child welfare system.  The bill would create a Child Welfare Leadership Council, an advisory body made up of key decision makers not simply from the courts and government agencies, but also from programs serving youth and families as well as integral stakeholders to analyze and recommend improvements to better serve children and families involved with our child welfare courts and agencies.

Though we often talk about the child welfare system as if a single entity, it is in reality a loose conglomeration of multiple programs that must interact to serve the thousands of children and families who interface with the “system”.   Programs that are a part of the conglomeration include the educational system, social services, and health services.  The courts also play a critical role by determining and reviewing the status of the child.  Ideally, these entities would work collaboratively to ensure the best outcomes for the child.  Unfortunately, and to the detriment of the child, the interaction and collaboration between these entities is the exception rather than the rule.  

The Council would be a formalized and institutionalized way to bring the many parties together.  The Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Chief Justice of the California Supreme Court would co-chair the committee.  This is appropriate because these entities currently share the major responsibilities of implementing programs and processes to parent foster youth and support families in crisis.  Additionally, the bill furthers the idea of shared responsibility by requiring the courts to establish outcome measures for court performance.  There is an inconsistency in currently collected outcome data because the measures focus only on the performance of programs within the human service arena.  In order to get a more complete picture, the courts must also measure their performance.  

The San Jose Mercury News, Los Angeles Times, and San Francisco Chronicle have all vocally and repeatedly identified this bill as the critical component of child welfare reform.  Additionally, the Council would make California eligible to receive new federal money for court improvements.  

Children in the child welfare system are the children of the state.  They deserve to have active and interested parents.  This bill will ensure that the state’s parental proxies regularly come together to work on improving the system and that the process will continue through future administrations.  

Please sign AB 2216 (Bass).

Sincerely,

[Your name]

