<DATE>
The Honorable Arnold Schwazenegger 

First Floor 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814

VIA FACSIMILE: (916) 319-2107

RE: SB 1616 (Kuehl)—Support

Dear Governor Schwazenegger:

<YOUR ORGANIZATION> is pleased to support SB 1616 (the Fair Chance Act), which will assist incarcerated youth with disabilities in reinstating or applying for Medi-Cal and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits.  Ensuring that disabled youth have critical health care and cash assistance immediately upon release will help promote the youth’s successful re-entry into their communities and reduce recidivism.
<BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR ORGANIZATION>
Each year, more than 2,000 youth are released from California’s Division of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), formerly called the California Youth Authority (CYA). Many of these youth suffer from severe mental health problems and disabilities, which likely qualify them for federal benefits such as Medi-Cal and Supplemental Security Income (SSI).  These benefits would provide enormous support to youth who are attempting to successfully reenter their communities, and yet, at the present time little effort is made to ensure that youth have immediate access to these benefits upon release.  Not surprisingly, because inadequate efforts are made to obtain benefits for youth that are necessary for them to succeed in the community, 76% of these youth are re-arrested within 42 months of release. 

The combination of reforms offered by the Fair Chance Act – (1) assessing youth for eligibility for Medi-Cal and SSI benefits, (2) assisting children in applying for benefits that they are likely eligible for, (3) ensuring federal disability benefits are not unnecessarily terminated, and (4) allowing youth immediate access to benefits upon release – are based on successful state programs that, when enacted in full, have proven to enhance public safety, while also providing youth with disabilities a fairer chance at re-entry into their communities.   

We urge your signature on this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 

<YOUR NAME>
cc:  Senator Sheila Kuehl, fax (916) 324-4823
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