September 1, 2006

The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger 

Legislative Affairs

First Floor 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814

By facsimile: (916) 445-4633
RE: SB 1641 (Soto)-Promoting the Most Family-Like Environment for Foster Children and Youth
Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

We are writing to urge your signature on SB 1641 (Soto) that will help ensure that youth placed in out-of-home foster care be given the opportunity to live in an environment that resembles as closely as possible nonfoster care families.

(name of your organization and work that it does on behalf of foster children and youth)

Decades of Community Care Licensing (CCL) regulations and policies do not always promote children and youth living in family-like environments and they do not always allow foster caregivers to create that family-like environment for them.  These archaic regulations and policies serve to stigmatize children in foster care by treating them differently from all other children and they discourage quality individuals from becoming foster caregivers.  Foster youth often cite unreasonable regulations and policies for creating environments that make them feel different from other children and caregiver families frequently cite the lack of the ability to live a normal family life as a primary reason for deciding not to foster.
SB 1641 begins the process of changing the culture of foster care from strictly regulatory compliance to child well-being and normalcy for foster youth and their caregivers.  The bill requires that foster care placements and day-to-day caregiver decisions for foster children be based on the “reasonable prudent parent” standard.  This means that foster children and youth should be placed in homes that best promote a family-like environment and permits children to engage in reasonable day-to-day activities.  It also acknowledges the work the Department of Social Services, Division of Community Care Licensing, is doing through a workgroup to review regulations and policies to ensure that they promote the well-being, as well as safety, of children and requires a report to the Legislature during the regular 2007-08 budget hearings on the progress of the workgroup

We urge your signature on this very important legislation.

Sincerely,
